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Weekly luncheon
strives to build
better community

BY CARRIE HUTCHISON
Asst. News Editar

When he camae to A.mericé more
: than 30 years
ago, Chaplaml T.E. Koshy saw a need to over};ome
raCLaIi{ ari:! religious barriers.

) 030y sought to unify the Syracuse com
nity when he b in a i
Veraity ecame a cha.plain at Syracuse Uni-

He created a weekly luncheon at Hendpi
. rick
Chapel in an effort to bring people of various backs-
grounds together in a friendly and casual atmos-
phere. .
Koshy, a member of the Internatj
, } tional As-
sembly of Hendricks Chape!, sponsors the noosn
luncietgns;very Thursday at SU. -
endees span all races and religions. The
avent, which caters to about 100 peoplil, attracts
its attendees by “word-of-mouth,” Koshysaid.
- At the most recent luncheon Mareh 9, Alex
Svaranjan, en assistant professor in the Schoo!
3 \anagement, gave a brief speech to the atten-
ees“about the purpose of the tuncheon,
™ Sdornr.jpody asked me why I come here every
R ;r; ay,"” he said, holding up three small ropes
"‘;:'ent colors to represent diversity at SU.
. hat sadden_s me at SU ig, here we can
a:o\;ena ;:;-h axp:}x‘-_;ence, but we tend to cirele
: own type," Thevaranjan aaj ist-
ing the ropeIs into cireles, e anid, tlat
en | ask my students to form into grou
8,
Lt_hey '?Ftan form along racial, ethnic angrgol%r
mes",Tige said, tng'the ropes together,
 1€re 18 only one kind, and that's hu-
n?_a:;lkmd, he deglgred and then performed a
slig t-of-ha_nd uniting the three ropes intg one
knat "FI?}, eudience applause. Lo
.+ S gTOUp i3 4 step in the right direction,”
%‘:xldt.‘ “When we interact, barriers break do'w:
\at's what [ like sbout this §roup — we can build
bridges of understanding,”
that »l::veirng:ndthena inl'troduced the speaker for
+ Gordon
Mattg Iﬁlll vl ell, general manager of .
. 2@l 8poke of his experiences whi] i
in Indig © f riences while traveling
Cha nd :ﬁﬁgwed the teachings of ‘Mahatma
“Ghandi had som i i
rnandi | ne very interesting thoughts .
or}x1 life,” he said, noting the Indian leader's phifaso-
phles on experiences such aq early rhildhand
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learning and the value of & sup- l

portive family.

For some in the Syracuse
community, the regular atten-
dees of the luncheon have be-
come like a family. ‘

A diverse group comes to
share ideas and {ood as well as
listen to speakers, Koshy said,
mentioning past guests such as
Syracuse Mayeor Roy Bernardi
and Chancellor Kenneth -Shaw.

Koshy and his wife, Indira
Koshy, a former physician at
SU's health center, began the
luncheons in their home in
1966. As it grew, they maoved
the event to the chapel, where
{t has continued for more than
10 years,

Koshy and his wife prepare
the food served at the lunches in
their home along with help from
his associates.

Students, SU faculty and
area residents said the weekly
event enriches their lives and
increases their awareness of dif-
ferent cultures.

“You have the opportunity

to meet people you wouldn’t ar.

" dinarily meet,” said Lloyd Hal-

laday, an assistant professor of
languages, literature and lin-
guisties, who attends the lun.
cheon regularty.

U students spoke of
friénds they met at the weekly
events.

Rose Luo, a graduate stu-
dent in sociology, found out
about the luncheon on e-mail
and has met many new friends
by attending the event.

“We share common prob-
lems,” she said. ‘

Lee Tang, a graduate stu-
dent from Taiwan, said he en-
joyed the luncheon's atmos-
phers,

“It's a very friendly lun-
cheon,” he said, “When [ first
came, I loved to be here, [ feel
the friendship.”

Chaplain Koshy said the
friendships made at the lun-
chean are jong-lasting. -

Amankwa Kwabena, an SU
graduate from Ghana, Africa.
has been coming to the lunchean
for more than six years.

“It's a nice atmospnere,” he
said, "It's all about love nare.”



